World Climates: why are there patterns?

Each type of climate has a recognisable set of characteristics and a recognisable distribution pattern. This pattern results from the interaction of all of the factors we have looked at so far. 

Exercises

Let’s consider three climates which form a pattern on either side of the equator, especially in Africa.

Af (Tropical Rainforest or Equatorial)

Aw (Tropical Wet and Dry or Savanna or Tropical Continental)

BWh (Arid Desert or Hot Desert)

1. Draw a climate graph of each. Make sure the graphs are at the same scale and on the same page, so you can compare them easily. Be sure to indicate on your graph the name of the location and the type of climate zone it is found in (ex. Af, Aw of BWh)
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Namibe, Angola
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2. (a) Describe the climate of each place using the graphs. Mention:

Temperatures (hot, mild, cold etc), temperature range, total rainfall, rainfall distribution

(b) Compare the three climates. How are they different? 

3. Put the location of each place onto the following map.
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4. Using all of the factors we have looked at, and information from a class discussion, explain the characteristics of each climate.

Points to note:

What is Balikpapan’s latitude?

How might Kano be influenced by the seasonal movement of the pressure belts?

Namibe is in an area that normally has high pressure. It is also on the west of the continent. What effects have these had?

� Assignment can be found at: � HYPERLINK http://www.cis.edu.hk/sec/ss/Geography/Year10+/assignments.html ��http://www.cis.edu.hk/sec/ss/Geography/Year10+/assignments.html�








