Wan Chai stallholders forced to move out 
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CHLOE LAI

Stallholders in Wan Chai street market have lost their long-running battle to stay after the district council endorsed a plan to remove half of them to make way for road access into a new residential complex. 

Under the final plan yesterday endorsed by the Wan Chai District Council, 86 hawkers face relocation to Jardine's Crescent in Causeway Bay or Wun Sha Street in Tai Hang, or they can move into an indoor market on the podium level of the new 900-unit Zenith, which is the closest site to their existing location. 

The Zenith development, a joint project by the Urban Renewal Authority and Chinese Estates Holdings, is just behind the MLC Tower in Tai Yuen Street. 

District councillor Maryann King Pui-wai said the stallholders were being short-changed.  It is a typical example of how the city sacrifices the interest of the low-income group to facilitate property development, she said. The authority takes the best land for redevelopment and drives the poor away. 

The market runs along the intersection of Cross Street and Tai Yuen Street. Strong opposition forced the government to preserve the north and west ends. But it said stallholders at the east and south ends had to go to make room for traffic. 

Tang Yuet-ho, convenor of Concern Group for Hawkers' Rights in Wan Chai's Cross Street and Tai Yuen Street, said vehicles can access the residential block from Queen's Road East end of Tai Yuen Street which had no market stalls. 

Stallholders rejected an earlier proposal to move indoors. The second proposal to move the affected stalls to the surviving ends of the market ran into opposition from that area's shopkeepers and residents, who said sanitation would be worsened. 

None of the 86 stallholders want to move to the indoor market. 

Under the endorsed plan, eight stalls will be added close to the rubbish collection station in nearby Spring Garden Lane; eight vacant stalls at Cross Street will be reserved and 11 stalls at the nearby Gresson Street will be available. 

There are 68 vacant stalls in other areas, most of them at Jardine's Crescent and Wun Sha Street. Affected stallholders can also surrender their licences and receive HK$20,000 in compensation. 

Wan Chai District Council chairwoman Ada Wong Ying-kay said: I like open markets and I believe it is a Hong Kong character that we must preserve. But the Transport Department insists the stalls have to go to ease traffic, so we have to find out a realistic solution. 

Ms King added: We have worked very hard to find out a solution. But everyone fights for their interest, while the district council has no power. No one is happy with the current solution

