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Year 10/11 MYP Geography Outline


Year 10/11 GEOGRAPHY 
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Geography involves the study of the development and spatial arrangement of various environments. In a world that is constantly changing this discipline helps the student to grasp the dynamic quality of spatial realities and to understand the changes which have taken place in different environments. It enables the student to study the environment as well as recognizing that, whilst natural forces shape the Earth, humans are important agents of change in their environment and the action taken by one society may affect the entire world. 

This course is designed to lead students from an understanding of their immediate natural and social environment to an appreciation of spatial phenomena on local, regional, national and global scales. An important dimension of the geography program should be the fostering of an awareness of the challenges to humankind, as well as of our individual and collective responsibilities. This is done through the use and application of a body of major geographical concepts. 

The aims of MYP geography are to enable students to: 

· observe, classify, analyze, explain and relate,  in order to allow them to understand the role of space, and to give them  the opportunity to use space effectively 

· analyze, according to a variety of subjective viewpoints, the ways in which societies live in, locate, organize, compete for, and perceive space 

· acquire a critical and sympathetic awareness of interaction between humans and the environment, and to appreciate the role of subjectivity in the perception of space 

· organize their spatial knowledge at local, regional, national and global levels, in a world where information comes from an increasing variety of sources 

· develop a sense of place and an understanding of geographical scale; to appreciate inequalities and differences in levels of development 

· develop an awareness of the links between geography and history.

Year 10/11 Course Outline

The two year Geography Program in Year 10/11  strives to balance both the human and physical aspects found within the discipline of Geography, with three generic threads bringing all of the units together:  Environmental opportunities and constraints; Geographic Approaches to Learning and Geographical Information Systems.  The general  aims of the course is to have students develop: 

· a sense of Hong Kong’s place and its location on a local, regional and global scale;

·  an awareness and comprehension of both the physical and human environments found throughout the world;

·  an understanding of some of the processes which have created these environments;

· an understanding of how man and the natural environment interact in creating unique interrelationships;

· an understanding of how the different communities and cultures of the world  interact and the way in which they utilize the world’s resources in different ways

· field investigative skills which will enable students to integrate general concepts acquired in the classroom with specific knowledge acquired in the field

· competence in subject specific skills, including those utilizing Information and Communication Technologies and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

Year
Topic/Unit
Time Period

2004-06
Periods/

weeks
Learning Outcomes

Students will…
Other

C.W., trips, major assessment

10 - 1
Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
August - October
25 periods

7 weeks
· Appreciate the purpose of Geographical Fieldwork

· Understand the methodology of  Field Work Data collection, analysis and presentation

· Define Geographic Information Systems

· Use Geo-technology tools – Arcview & Global Positioning System

· Develop a Personal GIS Project
· Local GIS Project*

· Due date: 

10 - 2
Our Local Climate
October - December
30 periods

9 weeks
· Will be able to understand what climate is and the factors which influence it.

· Will be able to describe and explain the main characteristics of Hong Kong’s climate

· Will be able to understand what microclimates are, and describe the impact of urban areas on Hong Kong’s climate

· Will be able to graph, describe and analyze weather data from the CIS weather station and Hong Kong Observatory

· Will be able to explain typhoons, and assess their impact on Hong Kong


· Comparative Study – CIS Weather Station with HK Weather Stations

· Due date:

10 – 3
Urban Environments
January (04) - March
34 periods

10 weeks
· Define Urban Settlements and describe global & historical  trends

· Understand the hierarchy of Urban settlements

· Understand functional zones

· Focus on Hong Kong’s Urban Morphology – change over time

· Urban issues – Pollution, Traffic and Housing
· Sphere of influence CW*

· Due date:

10 – 4
Religion
March - June
30 periods

9 weeks
· Will be able to describe the diffusion of the world’s major religions

· Will be able to describe and explain the spatial distribution of the world’s major religions

· Will be able to show an understanding of how religion influences culture

· Will be able to describe how religion influences the distribution of various things e.g. Foods, livestock, crops, human activities

· Will be able to understand how religion can affect people’s perceptions of and organization of space (including political boundaries)

Will be able to describe some of the religious issues ion Hong Kong









11-1
Drainage Basins: Rivers
August - November
34 periods

10 weeks
· Know the components of the Hydro logical system

· Understand the work of a river – erosion, deposition, and transport.

· Independent student field investigation of a local river.

· Appreciate that rivers provide opportunities and constraints

· Evaluate the ways in which man modifies the river systems
· Joint Interdisciplinary CW – Science and Geography – Rivers:  Physical and Human Environment Investigation*

· 3 nights in Hoi Ha Wan, October:  

· Due date:

11-2
Demographics and Migration
November - January
34 periods

10 weeks
· Analyze world population distribution and patterns

· Identify demographic trends: contrast between MEDC and LEDC, birth rate, death rate, fertility rate

· Appreciate growth rates, pyramid analysis, over/under population, density

· Compare anti/pro natal population policies

· Differentiate migration types and patterns

· Investigate immigration/emigration in Hong Kong and a foreign case study
· Case study investigation, push/pull factors

11-3
Geography of Food
February - April
30 periods

9 weeks
· Students will be able to know where different foods originate

· Will be aware of where food in Hong Kong comes from

· Will understand that food production and distribution is an important development issue

· Will be able to describe the impact of food production on the environment

· Will be aware of some of the global issues involving food production
· 

11-4
Hazards and Man’s Response
May - June
18 periods

5 weeks
· Undertake an inquiry and presentation on a Hazard of their choice:

· Earthquake

· Volcano

· Landslide/landslip

· Coastal flooding

· Pollution i.e. Acid rain, deforestation
· Power Point Presentations of Hazards*


total
235 periods

69 weeks



* Part of the student’s final assessment

Areas of Interaction

Approaches to Learning (see attached Geography Subject Specific skills)

The humanities will provide students with opportunities to form a reasoned argument and present it clearly in a variety of media. By working both independently and cooperatively, students develop research skills, learn to organize work effectively and to use a variety of media and technologies to research and present data.

Community Service

In the humanities links are made to the community on many different levels, such as local, regional, national and global. The ways in which community values influence perceptions of the world, the need for global cooperation, awareness of bias, discrimination and inequality are all aspects of the humanities. Threats to communities from natural and human external influences, and the value of planned communal response, are an integral part of the subject. Students may take an active role in the development of the school and local communities.

Health and Social Education

The study of humanities deals with variations in human welfare over time and space. The manner in which individuals and societies have provided for their fundamental needs and the ways they respond to the stresses caused by social and technological change are studied.

Environment

The interaction between humans and the environment lies at the very heart of the humanities. An understanding of natural and human processes which contribute to the development of the physical, social and man-made environments is fundamental. Through an appreciation of environmental concerns students develop a sense of respect and personal responsibility for the environment.

Homo Faber

The humanities provides fruitful perspectives for exploring examples across time and place. The creative mind can be seen in the evolution of social, economic and political systems, and the impact of technological inventions can be studied in different geographical contexts.

Geography:  Subject Specific Skills Chart (ATL)
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These skills are essential to the study of geography and reflect the subject's distinctive methodology and approach. Teaching the skills enriches the students' understanding of geography, and enables them to apply the techniques of geography and to use appropriate terminology. It is essential that the skills are covered throughout the whole syllabus, are introduced where appropriate depending on the context of the different themes and are not treated in isolation.

LOCATE AND DIFFERENTIATE ELEMENTS OF THE EARTH'S SURFACE

· direction

· latitude and longitude

· grid and area references 

· scale

· maps

· aerial, oblique and ground-level photography

· satellite imagery

READ, INTERPRET, ANALYSE AND PRODUCE MAPS

· isoline and isopleth maps              

· dot maps

· sketch maps                            

· proportional symbols

· topological maps 

· flow diagrams/charts

INTERPRET TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS WHERE APPROPRIATE TO THE OPTIONAL THEMES

READ, INTERPRET, ANALYSE AND CONTSTRUCT GRAPHS

· scatter graphs 

· line graphs 

· triangular graphs 

· histograms

· pie charts

· population pyramids 

· compound graphs 

· logarithmic graphs 

· Lorenz curves

UNDERTAKE STATISTICAL CALCULATIONS TO SHOW PATTERNS AND CHANGES

· totals

· averages, means, medians, modes 

· frequencies

· ranges of data (differences between maximum and minimum)

· densities 

· percentages

· ratios

· dependency ratios

MANIPULATE AND INTERPRET DATA USING QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES

· measures of correlation (including Spearman rank)

· measures of concentration and dispersion (including nearest neighbour and location quotients)

· measures of spatial interactions

UNDERTAKE GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATION

· research and select relevant geographical information

· classify data

· analyze data

· describe patterns, trends and links

· make generalizations

· make inferences and predictions make and justify decisions

· draw conclusions
PRODUCE WRITTEN MATERIAL (INCLUDING ESSAYS, REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS)

· synthesize information

· develop clear and logical arguments

· present material in a clear and well-structured way

Textbook

This course will use an “In-house” produced textbook, based on a wide range of sources.  Notes, readings, and other components for the textbook will be distributed to the students as the course progresses.  The “textbook  components” are to be filed in the course specific two ring binder being distributed to each of the students.  All textbook components will be available on line for those students who wish to have additional copies or in the event of a binder being lost, students will be able to replace it at their  convenience.

Teachers

The following teachers will be teaching the course, and can be contacted at any time to seek help or clarification on any aspect of the course:

Ms. Susan Papper
: spapper@cis.edu.hk
Mr. David Brian
: dbrian@cis.edu.hk
On-Line Resources

To facilitate independent learning, the entire Year 10/11 Geography program will be posted onto the Humanities department web site, and students are encouraged to use the resources found there.

Humanities Department – Geography : http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/Geography/index.htm
Year 10/11 Geography:   http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/Geography/IGCSE/INDEX.html
enjoy the program…

Appendix

Humanities Assessment Criteria

Essay Writing Guidelines

Geography Lab Use Guidelines

Assessed Work Matrix

Humanities Assessment Criteria

Criterion A
Knowledge and Understanding
Maximum 10

Level of Achievement
Descriptor

0


The student has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.

1-2


The student demonstrates very little knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, and uses unrelated, irrelevant or unsupported facts in conveying information. lie use of terminology is inconsistent or incorrect. There is little evidence that the student understands processes, issues, events and relationships. Case studies or examples, where required, are absent, rudimentary or irrelevant. Explanations are superficial or absent.

3-4


The student demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, but uses mostly relevant and/or related facts in conveying 1,iformation.. 71e use of terminology is satisfactory and there is some evidence that the student understands processes, issues, events and relationships. Case studies or examples, where required, lack detail but are relevant. Explanations are simple and incomplete

5-6


The student demonstrates satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, and uses relevant and related facts to convey information. The use of terminology is accurate and there is clear evidence that the student understands processes, issues, events and relationships. Case studies or examples, where required, contain adequate detail and are relevant. Explanations though adequate are not well developed.

7-8


The student demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, and uses relevant and related facts to convey information. The student shows a good command of the use of terms and has a thorough understanding of processes, issues, events and relationships. Case studies or examples, where required, are detailed and relevant, and may be introduced independently by the student to provide clear and well developed explanations.

9-10


The student demonstrates excellent knowledge and thorough understanding of the subject matter, and uses an extensive range of relevant and related facts to convey information. The student shows an excellent command of the use of terms, and uses them in a precise manner to demonstrate a thorough understanding of processes, issues, events and relationships. Case studies or examples, where required, are detailed and relevant and may be introduced 

independently by the student to provide detailed and fully developed explanations.

Criterion B
Understanding and Application of Concepts
Maximum 10

Level of Achievement
Descriptor

0


The student has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.

1-2


Concepts and ideas are poorly understood. The student demonstrates very little awareness of how they can be applied in a meaningful or relevant manner.

3-4


Understanding of concepts and ideas shows limitations. The student demonstrates some awareness of their geographical/historical context, but does not apply them in a consistent manner. 

5-6


Understanding of concepts and ideas is satisfactory. The student demonstrates the ability to apply them in appropriate geographical historical contexts in a consistent manner.

7-8


Understanding of concepts and ideas is good. The student demonstrates the ability to apply them in a variety of geographical/historical contexts and recognizes their limitations.

9-10


Understanding of concepts and ideas is excellent. Ale student demonstrates the ability to apply them effectively in any geographical/historical context and exhibits a high level of critical awareness of their relevance and limitations.

Criterion C
Application of Skills
Maximum 10

Level of Achievement
Descriptor

0


The student has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below. 



1-2


Little ability is shown in the application of skills. The student can 

assemble information but this lacks detail or is not always relevant to the topic. The work is mainly descriptive or narrative with minimal evidence of analysis, valid conclusions, judgements or decisions

3-4


Limited ability is shown in the application of skills. The student can assemble and organize information which, though lacking in detail, is mostly relevant to the topic. The work, although mainly narrative and lacking in depth of analysis, demonstrates the ability to arrive at simple conclusions, judgements or decisions.

5-6


Satisfactory ability is shown in the application of skills. The student is able to assemble and organize detailed and relevant information. There  is evidence of analysis in the work which demonstrates the ability to formulate conclusions, judgements or decisions, although these are not always well supported.

7-8


Skills are applied in a clear and consistent manner. The student is able to assemble and organize very detailed and relevant information. 

Appropriate analytical skills/techniques are effectively utilized with some evidence of critical awareness, demonstrating the ability to formulate valid and well supported conclusions, judgements or decisions

9-10


Application of skills is excellent. The student is able to assemble and organize very detailed information Appropriate analytical skills/ 

techniques are used very effectively together with a high degree of critical awareness, showing the ability to formulate valid and fully supported conclusions, judgements or decisions.

Criterion D
Presentation and Organization of Information
Maximum 6

Level of Achievement
Descriptor

0


The student has not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.

1-2


The piece of work submitted by the student lacks clear structure and organization and some of the material selected may not be relevant to the question/topic. There is very little evidence of documentation of reference material. The overall presentation is poor. If included, sketch maps, charts and diagrams are poorly presented.

3-4


The student has produced a structured piece of work including an introduction, development and a conclusion. The material selected is usually relevant to the question/topic and generally well presented. There is some evidence of documentation of reference material. If included, sketch maps, charts and diagrams are used effectively and appropriately.

5-6


The student has produced a well-structured and logically-sequenced piece of work which includes an introduction, development and a conclusion. The material selected is always relevant to the question/ topic. The work is clearly expressed and well presented. Where references have been used, they are clearly documented in the form of footnotes and/or bibliography. Where relevant, sketch maps, charts and diagrams are presented at a high standard and may show the use of initiative

Assessment Matrix

At the time of printing, the following components of the students work will be formally assessed over the two year program  2003 – 2005.


Assessment Criteria

Title of Assessed Work
Criterion A    Knowledge and Understanding


Criterion B   Understanding and Application of Concepts


Criterion C    Application of Skills


Criterion D    Presentation and Organization of Information



Neighbourhood GIS Project – Field Work
X
X
X
X

Sphere of Influence Investigation – Field Work
X
X
X
X

Sai Kung River Investigation – Field Work
X
X
X
X

Hazards Presentation


X
X

Comparative climate assignment
X
X
X
X

Comparative Religions Essay
X
X



Local Air Qulaity Investigation


X
X

X

1.  GIS/Fieldwork Test
X
X
X


2. Climate Test


X
X
X


3. Urban Test







4. Major Test 







5. Major Test







6. Major Test







Geography Essay Writing Guidelines

Getting Critical
 

Before ever sitting down to research and write your essay, it is important to realize that  it is it not enough to repeat uncritically what you hear in class, or read in books. You must learn to think for yourself and criticize others. You must learn how to build arguments using new concepts and theories. You must learn how to collect, use and evaluate evidence. You must learn how to communicate  with clarity, accuracy and precision. These are all important skills, which you should endeavor to develop through your IB years here at CIS.

When working through geographical problems, there are a range of standards which you should aim to

reach to check the quality of your reasoning about a given problem or situation. 

The following are the most significant questions who should ask yourself when you asked to write an

essay or a report, or deliver a presentation. 

CLARITY: 

· Can I elaborate further on that point? 

· Can I express that point in another way?

· Can I give an illustration? 

· Can I give an example? 

· Would a map or a table help in getting my point across.? 

Clarity is a key skill. If a statement is unclear, we cannot determine whether it is accurate or relevant.

In fact, we cannot tell anything about it because we don't yet know what it is saying. For example, the

question, "What can be done about the environment in Hong Kong?" is unclear. In order to address the

question adequately, we would need to have a clearer understanding of what the person asking the

question is considering the "problem" to be. A clearer question might be "What can policy makers do

to ensure that effective strategies can be taken deal successfully with environmental management

issues in Hong Kong?". 

ACCURACY: 

· Is what I am saying really true? 

· Can I check it? 

· How do I  find out if that is true? 

A statement can be clear but not accurate, as in "The population of Hong Kong is 40 million". 

PRECISION: 

· Could you give more details? 

· Could you be more specific? 

A statement can be both clear and accurate, but not precise, as in "  The economy is growing". ( From

that statement we don't know how successful the economy is, has it grown by  5% or 20%) 

RELEVANCE: 

· How is this statement I am making  connected to the question? 

· How does what I am saying bear on the issue? 

A statement can be clear, accurate, and precise, but not relevant to the question at issue. For

example, students often think that by writing down everything they know about a given subject they will

gain marks. But this is rarely the case. Always make sure statements and arguments are relevant to

the question asked. 

DEPTH:  

· Does my answer address the complexities in the question? 

· How am I taking into account the problems in the question? 

· Am I  dealing with the most significant factors? 

A statement can be clear, accurate, precise, and relevant, but superficial (that is, lack depth). For

example, the statement "We must save the planet" which is often used to encourage sustainable uses

of the planet's resources, is clear, accurate, precise, and relevant. Nevertheless, it lacks depth

because it treats an extremely complex issue superficially.  It fails to deal with the complexities of the

issue. 

BREADTH: 

· Do I need to consider another point of view? 

· Is there another way to look at this question?

· What would this look like from a conservative standpoint? 

· What would this look like from the point of  view of...? 

A line of reasoning may be clear accurate, precise, relevant, and deep, but lack breadth (as in an

argument from either the conservative or liberal standpoint which gets deeply into an issue, but only

recognizes the insights of one side of the question.) 

LOGIC: 

· Am I really make sense? 

· Does that follow from what I said before ?

· How does that follow? 

· Did I imply something else before and am I  now say something else ; how can both be true? 

When we think, we bring a variety of thoughts together into some order. When the combination of

thoughts are mutually supporting and make sense in combination, the thinking is "logical." When the

combination is not mutually supporting, is contradictory in some sense, or does not "make sense," the

combination is not logical.  Avoid contradicting yourself. 

Criteria for a Good Essay 

Relevance: Make sure you have read the question carefully and that everything you write actually

answers it. 

Arrangement of Material: The true quality of your work will be seen in the way you marshal facts and

ideas and control them in your writing. You should be in command of all you write and should present

your reader with a  carefully structured argument that shows you have not just knowledge and

understanding, but also possess the ability to analyze, make judgments and explain your position to

others. 

Knowledge: Clearly although factual knowledge by itself will not make a good essay, no satisfactory

argument can be presented without reference to the facts in question - you must support your ideas,

not simply assert them. Be accurate, precise and use evidence carefully. 

English: Since your standard of English will affect the clarity of your thought and argument, the way in

which you use language will also be considered when allotting a grade. Our concerns is not with 'style'

as 'beauty of language' but with clear and accurate expression. This involves: correct sentence

structure, accurate grammar, accurate and precise use of words, correct use of paragraphs and correct

spelling and punctuation. 

A student who fails to achieve a reasonable standard in these basic essentials can expect to receive a

reduction in his/her overall grade, and an excessive number of errors will result in a failing grade. 

The Structure of an Essay 

No matter what its length, a good essay should have an INTRODUCTION, a BODY, and a

CONCLUSION.  The introduction and conclusion may only require a couple of sentences each,

particularly in the case of a short essay, but these sentences must be included. 

An Introduction Should Contain One of the Following:- 

          1. An explanation or summary which shows that you understand the question 

          2. An explanation of the problem(s) raised by the question 

          3. An explanation of the direction the essay will take: i.e. how you intend to answer the question 

          4. A summary or hint, if you are writing an argumentative essay, of the answer 

The Body of the Essay 

          1. Answers the question in a way that the reader cannot miss - obviously! 

          2. Contains a clear development of your points or arguments 

          3. Contains evidence ('the facts') which support your position or explains the development you are

          describing 

The Conclusion Can Be Any One (or More) of the Following: 

          1. A clear restatement of the answer to the question 

          2. A summary of the points made in the essay 

          3. A reiteration of the strongest arguments 

          4. A solution to the problem(s) raised by the question 

          5. Some other areas/questions which need to be researched 

Answering the Question 

          1. Make sure that you understand the material that you will be using: i.e. get your facts straight 

          2. Make a list of all the points that are relevant to the question 

          3. Differentiate between assertions and facts: a fact is a piece of information (which generally is not

          disputed by scholars); an assertion is your, or another person's, analysis of a fact or a group of facts 

          4. Decide which are the best points to use: i.e. the ones which support the argument you are making

          or the development you are explaining. 

Always edit your essay: i.e. check the completed version at least twice. It makes a big difference to the

quality of your essay, and the final grade. 

Use of Humanities Computer Laboratory and Field Equipment

Computers and field equipment which have been purchased by the Humanities Department are for the use of CIS students and teaching staff.  The purchase of these items has come from the Humanities budget, thus students and teaching staff from this department have first priority in using the equipment, all other students and staff members second.  The following conditions apply to all of the departments equipment:

Computer Labs 2303 & 2304

1. Permission to use the Humanities computer lab (room 2303) must be given by a Humanities teacher.

2. Students are not allowed to alter nor copy software which has been purchased and licensed to the school.

3. Installation of software is prohibited.

4. Alteration of the computers settings is prohibited.

5. When printing work, students should ensure that they have edited out unwanted materials thus reducing waste.

6. Draft “colour” copies of work should be printed on the B/W laser printer, final colour copies can be printed on the colour Epson printer.

7. After completing your work, shut down the computer.

8. No food or drink allowed in the room.

9. Clear all unwanted materials before your departure from the room.

Field Equipment

1. Students can only borrow equipment if they have had instruction on its use.   Equipment may be borrowed through your humanities teacher.

2. Equipment is to be used only for intended function.

3. Loss or broken equipment will be the responsibility of the student.  Full recovery costs will be charged.

Failure to abide by the above rules/regulations can lead to a student being barred from using the computer lab or field equipment.




TBA








� IB Diploma Programme guide: Geography, February 2001





� Taken and modified from the Department of Geography, University of Ireland





PAGE  
2

