Writing Up Your Fieldwork

The following should be included in your write-up:

Introduction: this should give basic facts about the study area (and should include a location map) and the subjects you are studying. You should also define any geographical terms that need defining.

Aims or objectives: you should clearly explain what you were trying to do, and the information that you needed to collect. You should also give some indication of what you expected to find.

Method: this should clearly show how you collected your information. (Remember that it will be in the past tense.) Any decisions that you took need to be explained e.g.. why you decided to ask the number of people that you did. You also need to explain what equipment you used, and how you went about using it. Diagrams would be useful here. If you have written a questionnaire, you will need to put a copy of it in, and explain it.

Results: present the results neatly and clearly. They will need to be both visual and numerical, and a variety of methods should be used where possible. Make sure that the ways you choose are both meaningful and appropriate to you particular study.

Analysis: You need to be simple and clear here. Describe carefully any trends and patterns shown by your illustrations, and comment on the accuracy of any measurements and surveys you did. Concentrate on patterns and trends.

Conclusions: the final conclusions of you study must answer the original questions and/or accept or reject your hypothesis.

 Answer these questions:

· have you achieved your aims?

· did you find out what you set out to discover? Were the hypotheses true? (It doesn't

· matter if they weren't! You have still learned something).

· what further questions does your study pose?

You will also need to mention any problems that you had, any difficulties you had in explaining your results and any limitations your study had.

You will need some special pages in your report:

· title page

· contents page

· appendix (for things which you want to include, but should not be put in the main part of the report e.g.. raw data, survey sheets, copies of letters, acknowledgement of any help you have been given)

· bibliography (a list of any written sources of information that youhave used. Give the name, author, publisher and date of publication)

Points to remember:

· start each section of your report on a new page

· give each section a heading. This will indicate what you are discussing.

· balance your written work. Don't put too much in one section and leave another empty. Try to lead from one section into another. Make sure that your report is logical and that you have a clear line of argument.

· your teacher is allowed to give you some guidance. Ask for help when you need it.

· your work must be handed in on time. Be organised and try to have your work ready before the deadline. (One of the deadlines is for a draft copy of your report.  It is vital that you keep this deadline so that you can benefit from any comments made)

· always make a back-up copy of your work

