Surge from mainland key to leap in visitors
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More than 1.3 million visitors entered Hong Kong last month, an increase

of 30 per cent on the same month last year, boosted by the continuing

surge in the number of mainland tourists.

The rise was the highest monthly increase this year and tourism industry

leaders last night predicted the growth would continue.

Travel Industry Council executive director Joseph Tung Yao-chung said

the number of mainlanders booked on Hong Kong tours next month was

even higher than for the National Day week this month.

Hong Kong attracted 1,370,279 visitors last month, according to the Tourism Board.

Board assistant manager Simon Clennell said the strong growth had seen arrivals for the year top 11.7 million, a 16 per cent increase on the same period last year.

The mainland remains the key source, with 593,000 visitors in                 September, an increase of 70.5 per cent on the same month last year.

In August, the board upgraded its annual forecast for tourist arrivals from

7.9 per cent to 11.8 per cent. The figure released yesterday showed                   growth could be even higher than the revised forecast, said Mr Clennell.

Two other countries providing increased visitor numbers were India and

the Philippines. The number of arrivals from India last month was 18,193,

up 26.8 per cent on the same month last year.

Just over 25,800 visitors from the Philippines came to Hong Kong last

month, up nearly 23 per cent on the previous September.

Clara Chong Ming-wah, executive director of the board, remained

cautious, however, saying the surge should be viewed in the context of

last year's September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States.

'Once again, the terrible events in Bali have reminded us how fragile the

recovery can be,' she said.

Mr Tung was more positive. He said the response from Travel Industry

Council members had been encouraging.

Mr Clennell said the board had planned a series of Christmas promotions

aimed at boosting visitor numbers.

'Hong Kong is a good destination for a Christmas break because of warm

weather, safety and the unique culture,' he said.

The promotions will include a giant Christmas tree in Golden Bauhinia

Square, Wan Chai.

'It will be a hybrid between a Western Christmas tree and a Chinese

wishing tree,' said Mr Clennell, who gave no further details.

A carnival also will be held in nearby streets. On December 1, the board

will hold a ceremony to switch on the territory's Christmas lights.

Tourism Questions to be Investigated








After reading the very recent article on Hong Kong Tourism, above, in groups, generate at least three questions regarding the industry and an Hypothesis (statement) which will provide a theory (answer) to it.  The questions should be about tourism, and if appropriate, may form the basis of your first practice field investigation.

Question
Hypothesis to fit the question
Suggest how the answer could be found to your question.  Be as specific as you can.
Would the question be practical in terms of investigating?

Example:

Why do tourists from Canada stay in Hong Kong for such a short time?


Tourists from Canada stay for such a short period in HK because they are home sick.
A survey of Canadian tourists and ask them how long they stay and what factors determined their length of stay.
Yes – can go to the air line desks at the airport which has flights to Canada.





















