Year 10 Geography:  Introduction to “Field Work” of our 

NEIGHBOURHOOD

All Year 10 - 13 Geography students will undertake “Course Work”, which is independent student centred work carried outside, beyond the classroom.  The purpose of Course/Field Work is to provide students with the opportunity to:

· Define a problem for investigation

· Develop and use geographical techniques of investigation

· Collect original data

· Test a geographical theory/concept

· Produce a field work report

To prepare students for actual course work, students will undertake their own “mock” investigation, as an introductory activity.  Before selecting a topic for investigation, students will read through and complete the following exercise.
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Planning a project:
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Over….

Preparation for fieldwork:


Sample Exercise:

1. Topic of investigation:  The temperature in Hong Kong, for the month August.

Research Statement:  The average daily temperature will be lower at the end of the month than at the beginning of the month.

2. What type of data will you need to collect?

3. What tools will you use to collect the data?

4. When and where will you collect the data?  Explain your reasons.

5. Let’s assume you have correctly decided on the type of data you’ll need and you’ve collected it.  Below, for the purpose of this exercise, show a “MOCK DATA RECORD” of data collected.

MOCK  Data Record

6. Using your MOCK DATA RECORD, how would you present this data so that it is easier to “interpret” (read)?  Show your presentation below.

7. Based on the presentation of your MOCK DATA RECORD above, what can you say (analysis) about your results?

8. Final Conclusions:  A final statement about:

  “The average daily temperature will be higher at the end of the 
month than at the beginning of the month”.  

Did your investigation prove or disprove this statement?

Define the aim of your study – what are you going to investigate?





Write up your findings.  Analyze the results.





Make conclusions.  What has your work shown?  Have you achieved your aim?





Check through everything. List your sources of information.





Present the results using the graphs, sketches and diagrams.





Decide what methods you will use to collect your data.  Obtain the correct equipment.	





Do the fieldwork to collect the data.
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