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Cub Scouts Weather Station-Climate Chart Making Visit

Mr. Brian
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Making your own Hong Kong Climate Graph

1. Go to the Hong Kong Observatory (http://www.hko.gov.hk/contente.htm) and select the World Weather Information Service (  Click on Asia  ( find Hong Kong, click on it, scroll down and you will see the climate data for Hong Kong: Mean
 Monthly temperatures, Minimum and Maximum; Mean total monthly Precipitation; and Mean number of Rain Days.
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If we had time, you could copy and paste the data into an excel spread sheet and set up the data so that you could make your own climate graph, on any city of the world.  We don’t have the time, so please go to the location http://www.cis.edu.hk/sec/ss/FILES/send_files_page.html
double click on the HK Climate Data button, an excel document which I have already set up for Hong Kong’s climate data.  It will look like the example here:

Using Excel to Make your Climate Graph
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Follow the steps below and you’ll be able to make a climate graph like the one at the top of this page.

Steps:

1. Holding the right mouse button down, select all of your data and headings – the table will turn black ( click on the Chart Wizard button ( in the Chart Wizard Step 1, select Custom Types ( Chart Type, select Line – Column on 2 axes ( next ( Step 2, next ( Step 3,  you need name your labels, see below for examples, next ( Step 4, select As a new Sheet, Finish.
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Your climate graph of Hong Kong is almost finished, except for one problem.  The bars in the chart, which represent precipitation, should be Blue and the line, representing temperature, should be red.  You will need to change them – it’s easy.  With your mouse pointer, double click on one of the precipitation bars ( The format Data series window pops up ( select one of the small blue squares ( OK 
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Do the same for the temperature line as above, double clicking the mouse pointer onto the line ( click on colour and select the red square ( OK.

All done.  Of course, if you are really good in Excel, you can customize your Climate Graph to your own specifications, even put a picture onto the background – what would be a good picture to place there?

Send your graph to the Epson Colour printer for your own personal graph.

Analysis – thinking time!

Here are a couple of questions related to the graph.

1. Considering the date today, should we be entering a period of more or less rain in the next 2 months?

2. Which is Hong Kong’s wettest month?

3. Which is Hong Kong’s driest month?

4. Which is Hong Kong’s coldest/hottest month?

5. Is there any relationship between the two sets of data which you have mapped?

Bonus Homework:

Make a climate graph of any other city of the world and compare it with Hong Kong's.

What type of Climate is Hong Kong classified as?
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