HISTORY
The study of history is the attempt by historians to record, reconstruct and understand the past through the study of evidence derived from a variety of sources.  It is concerned with the study of individuals and society in its widest context: political, social, economic, religious, technological and cultural.  History is concerned with comparing the experience of different nations, with international relations, and with change and continuity through time.  This course challenges students to evaluate different interpretations of key historical movements and personalities, thus embracing elements of historiography and historical philosophy.  

The Course Aims

At both Higher and Standard Levels the aims of History are to promote:

· the acquisition and understanding of historical knowledge in breadth and in depth;

· a developing appreciation and understanding of history as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of its sources, methods and interpretations;

· international, multi-cultural awareness and an understanding of people living in a variety of places and in different times;

· a better understanding of the present through understanding the past; 

· an ability to use and communicate historical knowledge and understanding;

· a lasting interest in history.

The Course and Assessment Methods
Higher and Standard Level – the History course involves the following components: 

A. Prescribed subject – one subject at both HL and SL

1. Peace-making, peace-keeping: international relations 1918-1936

2. The Arab-Israeli conflict 1945-1979

3. Communism and crisis: reform, revolution, reaction 1976-1989

This prescribed subject is examined externally in a source-based Paper 1, (four questions, one hour).  At HL this comprises 20% of the final grade; at SL it comprises 30% of the final grade.

B.
20th century World History – two topics at HL & SL are chosen, from a list of five topics:

1.
Causes, practices and effects of wars

2. Democracy, discrimination and dissent

3. Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states

4.
Nationalist and independence movements in Africa, Asia and post-1945 central and eastern European states

5.
The Cold War

At CIS, HL and SL students study topics 1 and 3 or 3 and 5.  There is an element of guided choice, depending on the teaching group. All topics are studied from a global perspective, and comparisons are made between different regions, for example, Europe and Asia.  They are all highly relevant to current affairs, and lead to an understanding of the contemporary world.

20th world history topics are examined externally by essay questions in Paper 2 (two questions each from a different topic, 1½ hours); HL comprising 25% and SL 45% of the final grade. 

B. Regional option at HL only – HL students study the Asia and Oceania regional option within the period c. 1780-2000.  Within this wide ranging option, the learning and teaching focus is on China and Japan in the period c. 1780-1980.

The regional option is examined externally by essay questions in Paper 3 (three questions, 2½ hours); HL only comprising 35% of the final grade.

C. Internal assessment: Historical investigation – both HL and SL students undertake a problem-solving activity which affords them the opportunity to demonstrate sophisticated application of their skills and knowledge to an aspect of the course which interests them.  The aim is to develop and apply the investigative and evaluative skills of the historian.  Students search for, select, evaluate and use evidence to reach a reasoned conclusion or solve a problem.

Students allocate approximately 20 hours at HL and SL on a subject of their choice and produce a structured written account of between 1500-2000 words.  This must consist of an outline plan, a summary of the evidence, an evaluation of sources, an analysis, and a conclusion.  This is internally assessed and externally moderated; HL comprising 20%, and SL 25% of the final grade.

Assessment summary: 

HL – external examination 80%, internal assessment 20%.

SL – external examination 75%, internal assessment 25%.

Recommended Background Knowledge
Students opting for HL are expected to have previous background in the study of History, though not necessarily of the topics/periods studied for Diploma History.  A high level of attainment in English language is also highly recommended.  Students with less specific background knowledge may take History SL, although they still need to be competent in English language.  Previous experience of writing analytical essays and of the analysis/evaluation of historical source material is a distinct advantage.

