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Year 7 Geography:  An Introduction to Places and Climate

Course Outline

Aims of Geography

The aims of the teaching and study of humanities are to encourage and enable the student to develop:

an enquiring mind

the skills necessary for the effective study of humanities

a sense of time and place

a respect and understanding of others’ perspectives, values, attitudes

awareness and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places at different times

an understanding of the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies, and their environments

an understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions and processes

an understanding of contemporary humanities issues

a sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive as a responsible global citizen

an awareness of the connections with other subjects

a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities.\

Course Description

In this course students will begin by looking at what geography is, before going on to find out about the landscape produced by rivers and how rivers affect people. They will then look at the characteristics of weather and climate, before concentrating on the climate of Hong Kong. Weather extremes and changing climates will also be a focus.
Course Units

Unit







Focus

Unit 1: Looking at Rivers








What is geography?








The Hydrological Cycle








Rivers of the world








River Landscapes








Introduction to field work./field sketching

Floods

Unit 2: Weather and Climate








What is weather?








Measuring the elements of weather








Weather forecasting








What affects our weather?

Climate of cities








Climate of Hong Kong

Our changing climate / climate issues – Global Warming

Assessment

IBMYP assessment criteria will be used to evaluate all major pieces of student work throughout the year, thus allowing students to demonstrate their growth in terms of skills, attitudes and knowledge development. 

The following components of the students work will be assessed:

Title of Assessed Work
Assessment Criteria


Criterion A    Knowledge 
Criterion B Concepts
Criterion C Skills
Criterion D Organization and Presentation

Water molecule story
☺
☺

☺

Arcview river map

☺
☺


Field sketch


☺


Flood Warning poster
☺
☺
☺
☺

Weather Research
☺
☺
☺
☺

Drawing climate graphs


☺


Weather Station data analysis

☺



Topic tests
☺
☺
☺


Assessment Criteria & Objectives:

The aims of any MYP subject and of the personal project state in a general way what the teacher may expect to teach or do, and what the student may expect to experience or learn. In addition they suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience.

The aims of the teaching and study of humanities are to encourage and enable the student to develop:

an enquiring mind

the skills necessary for the effective study of humanities

a sense of time and place

a respect and understanding of others’ perspectives, values, attitudes

awareness and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places at different times

an understanding of the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies, and their environments

an understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions and processes

an understanding of contemporary humanities issues

a sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive as a responsible global citizen

an awareness of the connections with other subjects

a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities.

The objectives of humanities listed below relate directly to the assessment criteria, A–D (see Humanities Assessment Criteria).

A Knowledge

Knowledge is fundamental to studying humanities, and forms the base from which to explore concepts and develop skills.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

know and use humanities terminology in context

demonstrate subject content knowledge and understanding through the use of descriptions and explanations, supported by relevant facts and examples, and may show other ways of knowing

B Concepts

Concepts are powerful ideas that have relevance within and across the disciplines. Students should be able to develop an understanding of the following key humanities concepts over the course at increasing levels of sophistication. 

Time

Students should understand the concept of ‘time’ not simply as the measurement of years or time periods, but as a continuum of significant events of the past. Students can achieve this through the study of people, issues, events, systems, cultures, societies and environments through time. 

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

establish a personal sense of identity in a context of time and place

understand different perceptions of time

show an understanding of people in past societies

demonstrate an awareness of chronology which links people, places and events through time

recognize and explain the similarities and differences that exist between people, places and events through time.

Place and space

The concept of ‘place and space’ refers to a student’s awareness of how place/space is categorized, and the significance of place/space in humanities disciplines.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

recognize, describe and explain patterns and relationships in space, including natural and human environments

recognize and explain similarities and differences between places

understand constraints and opportunities afforded by location

understand issues related to place/space on a local, national and global scale.

Change

Change necessitates an examination of the forces that shape the world. It may be viewed as positive or negative based on people’s perceptions. The concept of ‘change’ addresses both the processes and results of change - natural and artificial, intentional and unintentional.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

understand and explain short-term and long-term causes of change

establish and explain links between causes, processes and consequences

recognize and explain continuity and change

recognize that change is inevitable and that the rate of change is relevant to the context

understand that as people interact with their environment, both change

understand and explain how environmental, political, economic and social interactions can change levels of sustainability.

Systems

The concept of ‘systems’ refers to the awareness that everything is connected to a system or systems. Systems provide structure and order to both natural and artificial domains.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to understand, identify and compare:

how systems, models and institutions operate

social structures and controls

the complex and dynamic nature of systems

systems in both local, national and global societies

rights and responsibilities within systems

cooperation within and between systems

Global Awareness

The concept of ‘global awareness’ engages students in a broader global context, and encourages understanding of, and respect for, other societies and cultures. It also emphasises the need to understand one’s own culture in order to understand others’.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

explain different perceptions of places, societies and environments 

show an understanding of how culture and perception can affect a sense of internationalism

show an understanding of the interdependence of societies

demonstrate international and intercultural awareness and understanding

explore issues facing the international community

recognise issues of equity, justice and responsibility

know when and how to take responsible action where relevant.

C Skills

The development of skills in humanities is critical in enabling the student to undertake, research and demonstrate their understanding of knowledge and concepts. Students should be able to demonstrate the following skills during the humanities course to an increasing level of sophistication.

Technical Skills

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

observe, record and select relevant information from a wide range of sources

use a variety of media and technologies to research, select, interpret and communicate data

use sources such as maps, graphs, tables, atlases, photographs and statistics, in a critical manner 

represent information using maps, models and diagrams, including use of scale, graphs and tables.

Analytical Skills

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

analyze and interpret information from a wide range of sources

identify key questions, problems and issues

critically evaluate the values and limitations of sources

compare and contrast events, issues, ideas, models and arguments in a range of contexts.

Decision-making Skills

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

develop appropriate strategies to address issues

formulate clear, valid and sound arguments, make balanced judgments on events, and draw conclusions, including implications 

make well substantiated decisions and relate them to real-world contexts.

Investigative Skills

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

test hypotheses and/or ideas and modify them where necessary

plan, carry out, and present individual and group investigations

engage in fieldwork in order to complement an investigation.

D Organization and Presentation

Students should be comfortable using a variety of formats to organize and present their work, including oral, essay, reports, expositions, and using a variety of media and technologies. They should understand that their presentation is creating a new perspective on humanities.

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

communicate information that is relevant to the topic

organize information in a logically sequenced manner, appropriate to the format used

present and express information and ideas in a clear and concise manner, using appropriate language, style and visual representation

use referencing and bibliography to clearly document sources of information, using appropriate conventions.

Textbooks: 

Key Geography – Foundations, D. Waugh & T. Bushell (Stanley Thornes)

Rivers & Coasta.   A. John (Hodder & Stoughton)

Weather, Climate and Ecosystems, D. Elcome (Hodder & Stoughton)

Atlas

Humanities web site:     http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/Index.htm 
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