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Year 9 Geography:  China & Hong Kong – A regional Study

http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/Geography/year9/index.htm
Course Outline

Aims of Geography

The aims of the teaching and study of geography are to encourage and enable the student to develop:

· an enquiring mind

· the skills necessary for the effective study of humanities

· a sense of time and place

· a respect and understanding of others’ perspectives, values, attitudes

· awareness and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places at different times

· an understanding of the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies, and their environments

· an understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions and processes

· an understanding of contemporary humanities issues

· a sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive as a responsible global citizen

· an awareness of the connections with other subjects

· a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities.
Course Description

In this course students will examine the physical and cultural characteristics of the region in which they find themselves, Hong Kong and China.  Using the  focused regional approach students will have the opportunity to learn and understand about the place in which they live from a variety of themes. Focusing on our “home region” students will have a sense of place and how it fits into the world.

A geographical study of China and Hong Kong will provide methods of organizing large amounts of physical and cultural information into understandable frameworks. To be successful, a course based on our home region will require students to develop accurate, current images of other people, places, events, and ways of life. In addition to this program students are introduced to course work where they will have the opportunity to carry out independent data collection, analysis and manipulation and present it as a field report.  

Course Units

Unit







Focus

Unit 1:  Concept of the Region






Defining geography

Defining the region – China and Hong Kong

Focus – personal region

Unit 2:  Hong Kong Region

Historical overview – territorial evolution

Population growth, distribution and decline

Rural - Urban change

Unit 3:  Mapping:  China’s Boundaries & Place names

BOLTS

Map projections

Historical mapping:  Focus on Chinese Mapping

National and provincial boundaries

Provincial capitals & Cities of importance
Unit 4: Topographic Regions

Topographical features:  Mountains, plains, coasts and rivers

Focus – relationship between physical attributes and the human condition

Unit 4: Population and the Physical Environment

Population distribution and density

Population Change

Population and Climate Regions

Historical and contemporary migration

Minorities:  cultural &  spatial elements

Unit 5:  Economic Geography

Industrial systems, location, processes and change

Employment sectors

Economic Interdependence within the Pearl River Region


Year
Topic/Unit
Learning Outcomes

Students will…
Other

C.W., trips, major assessment

9 - 1
Concept of the Region
· Understand the concept of a region

· Be able to identify the characteristics of a region

· Be able to identify different types of regions

· Be able to identify China as a political region

· Be able to compare regions
· What is my region? (reflective exercise)

9 – 2
Hong Kong Region
· Review the location of Hong Kong – world, Asia, China

· Identify the key regions of Hong Kong and it’s territorial evolution

· Appreciate changing  human landscapes of Hong Kong – Rural and Urban Change

· Understand and appreciate Hong Kong’s changing population – 1800 – present

· Undertake a local study of de-population:  Tung Ping Chau 
· Fieldwork:  Tung Ping Chau



CHINA REGION


9 - 3
Boundaries & Place names
· Name and locate China’s provinces and major capitals

· Learn and use cartographic techniques

· Be Introduced to  Arcview  - GIS

· Be able to use the basic operations of Arcview

· Understand the histography of Chinese maps

· Incorporation of contemporary digital map making techniques
· Thematic Mapping

9 – 4
Topographic Regions and Rivers
· Be introduced the concept and characteristics of topographic regions and locate in China

· Rivers of China

· Understand the relationship between physical attributes (rivers)  and human condition


9 – 5
Population and the physical environment
· Understand the population distribution of China

· Identify and explain the physical and human factors that determine this distribution i.e. Climate

· Understand the demographic and spatial changes affecting China’s current population

· Understand the concept of minorities

· Be able to identify common characteristics of minorities

· Investigate issues of cultural conflict
· De-population of Tung Ping Chau – Trip

· Minorities Essay

9 – 6
Economic Geography
· Be introduced the concept of  the  “manufacturing system”

· Appreciate the different locational factors of industries

· Be able to differentiate types of employment

· Know China’s employment and industry structure

· Appreciate the “changing” economic structure of China – focus, Pearl River Delta - Interdependence
· Perception Investigation

Assessment 

MYP assessment criteria will be used to evaluate all major pieces of student work throughout the year, thus allowing students to demonstrate their growth in terms of skills, attitudinal and knowledge development. 

Humanities Assessment Criteria

Criterion A: Knowledge                                                               Maximum 10
Knowledge is fundamental to studying humanities, and forms the base from which to explore concepts and develop skills. Knowledge and understanding can be assessed through a wide variety of tasks, which involve factual recall or description, and explanation. Tasks may include tests, examinations, written assignments, oral interviews and presentations, extended writing, projects and exhibits.

Level of Achievement


Descriptor

0


The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.



1-2


The use of terminology is inconsistent or incorrect. Facts and examples are absent, irrelevant or unsupported. The student provides descriptions that are inaccurate or that have insufficient detail; explanations are absent or superficial.



3-4


The use of terminology is mostly accurate and usually appropriate, though some errors remain. Relevant facts and examples are used, though these are sometimes unsupported. The student provides basic descriptions that may need more detail; explanations are usually adequate but sometimes superficial.



5-6


Terminology is used accurately and appropriately. Relevant facts and examples are used and supported. The student provides accurate descriptions; explanations are adequate but not well developed.



7-8


A range of terminology is used accurately and appropriately. A range of relevant facts and examples are used and supported. The student provides accurate and detailed descriptions; explanations are developed.



9-10


The student shows an excellent command of a wide range of terminology, and uses it appropriately. An extensive range of relevant facts and examples are used and supported. Descriptions are accurate and detailed and explanations are fully developed.



Criterion B:  Concepts                                                                Maximum 10 

Concepts are powerful ideas, which have relevance within and across the Middle Years Programme, and which students must explore and re-explore in order to develop understanding. Learners develop their understanding of a concept to increasing levels of sophistication by applying acquired knowledge and skills. 

Assessment tasks should allow students to demonstrate and apply the full extent of their understanding of the concepts specified within, or across, disciplines. It is not intended that any one piece of work will assess all of the humanities concepts (time, place and space, change, systems and global awareness). Suggested tasks for assessment include extended writing, oral presentations, research projects, case studies, essays and tests, and must give students the opportunity to demonstrate the requirements of the highest level descriptor.

Level of Achievement


Descriptor

0


The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.



1-2
Application of concepts is inappropriate. The student may demonstrate some conceptual awareness and understanding by recognizing basic connections to the subject matter.



3-4
Application of concepts is not always appropriate. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by describing basic connections to the subject matter.



5-6
Application of concepts is appropriate but superficial. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by describing connections to the subject matter. They attempt to apply concepts to other situations but are not always successful.



7-8
Application of concepts is appropriate and shows some depth. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by explaining connections to the subject matter. They apply concepts to other situations.



9-10
Application of concepts is appropriate and sophisticated. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by explaining connections to the subject matter in detail. They apply concepts effectively to other situations.



Criterion C: Skills                                                                  Maximum 10

The development of skills in humanities is critical in enabling the student to undertake research and demonstrate their understanding of knowledge and concepts. Developments in their technical, analytical, decision-making and investigative skills will be invaluable in transference to other subject groups in the MYP, and in their skills for lifelong learning.

Assessment tasks may give students the opportunity to demonstrate one or more of the skills described in the objectives. Tasks for assessment may include fieldwork, data analysis, map analysis, evaluation of sources and/or evidence, a research paper or similar piece of extended writing, case studies, and oral presentations/interviews.

Note: Certain elements within each descriptor apply to specific skills. Teachers should use only the relevant elements of the descriptors when assessing different skills.

Level of Achievement


Descriptor

0
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.



1-2
The student can select and use some relevant information. The student displays minimal analytical skills. The student’s arguments, decisions or judgments are not always relevant, or may be absent. The student attempts to carry out investigations, demonstrating few skills.



3-4


The student selects and uses mostly relevant information. The student’s work lacks the required depth in analysis. The student makes some relevant arguments, decisions or judgments though these are unsupported. The student demonstrates basic investigative skills.



5-6
The student selects and uses relevant information. Work shows satisfactory evidence of analysis. Arguments, decisions and judgments are supported and balanced but superficial. The student demonstrates adequate investigative skills.



7-8


The student selects and uses a range of relevant information. Work shows a good level of critical analysis. Arguments, decisions and judgments are well supported and balanced. The student demonstrates effective investigative skills.



9-10
The student selects and uses a wide range of relevant information. Work shows a high level of critical analysis. Arguments, decisions and judgments are fully supported and well balanced. The student demonstrates sophisticated investigative skills.



Criterion D: Organization and Presentation                              Maximum 8

Students need to develop the ability to organize and present information and ideas in order to be able to demonstrate their grasp of humanities knowledge, concepts and skills.

Criterion D is more suited to assessing extended pieces of work, for example, fieldwork, research projects or essays. Teachers should use only the relevant elements of the descriptors when assessing organization and presentation.
Schools must ensure that there is a set of recognized conventions for students to adhere to when documenting sources. 

Level of Achievement


Criteria D:  Descriptor

0
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.



1-2
The student communicates information that may not always be relevant. He/she attempts to structure the work however, it may be unclear and/or inappropriate to the format required. Presentation and expression is unclear and imprecise. There may be some evidence of documentation.



3-4
The student communicates information that is mostly relevant. He/she attempts to structure and sequence the work but is not always successful. Presentation and expression is occasionally unclear. Sources of information are documented, though there may be omissions or consistent errors in adhering to conventions.



5-6
The student communicates information that is relevant. He/she uses a structure appropriate to the task and sequences the content logically. Presentation and expression is clear; attention is paid to audience and purpose in terms of appropriate language, style and visual representation. Sources of information are documented, with occasional errors in adhering to conventions.



7-8
The student communicates information that is always relevant. He/she organizes information into a well-developed and logical sequence, appropriate to the format required.  Presentation and expression is clear, concise and effective, and the language, style and visual representation used is always appropriate to the audience and purpose. All sources of information are documented according to a recognized convention.



Semester Assessment Matrix

The following components of the students work will be assessed in the 2004 – 2005 school year:


Assessment Criteria






Title of Assessed Work
Criterion A    Knowledge 


Criterion B Concepts


Criterion C 

Skills


Criterion D Organization & Presentation 

Regions Essay

(



HK Geography Test
(




Tseung Kwan O – Analysis of Change


(
(

Tung Ping Chau:  Depopulation

(



Tung Ping Chau:  Fieldwork


(
(

Tung Ping Chau:

Heritage Brochure
(


(

Mapping of China and her provinces


(
(

Test 1 – Population & Minorities 
(
(



Textbook: China, Trevor Higginbottom, Tony White.  Heinemann Publisher

Contacting your teachers:

Ms. Papper:  Spapper@cis.edu.hk
Mr. Brian:  Dbrian@cis.edu.hk
Mr. Samuelson

Up to date course Information can be found at:

http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/Geography/year9/index.htm
Humanities Department
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