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Year 8 Geography:  Rivers, Tourism, and Sustainable Systems

Course Outline

Aims of Geography

The aims of MYP geography are to enable students to: 

observe, classify, analyse, explain and relate,  in order to allow them to understand the role of space, and to give them the opportunity to use space effectively 

analyse, according to a variety of subjective viewpoints, the ways in which societies live in, locate, organize, compete for, and perceive space 

acquire a critical and sympathetic awareness of interaction between humans and the environment, and to appreciate the role of subjectivity in the perception of space 

organize their spatial knowledge at local, regional, national and global levels, in a world where information comes from an increasing variety of sources 

develop a sense of place and an understanding of geographical scale; to appreciate inequalities and differences in levels of development 

develop an awareness of the links between geography and history.

Course Description

In this course students will examine the physical characteristics of rivers, study and appreciate the importance of the tourism industry and understand what sustainable systems are. Students will have the opportunity to learn and understand about the place in which they live from a variety of themes. 

Students are introduced to course work, and will have the opportunity to research and make multi media presentations as part of their study. 
Course Units

Topic 1:  Rivers        
Aims/Objectives:  1.  Understanding of the importance of rivers and water as 

  resources.

                             2.  Link to Year 7 History course.

                             3.  Introduction to sampling and fieldwork.

4. Students to gain an understanding of geographical 

      processes associated with rivers and river valleys.

5. Understanding of importance of water in HK as a   

Resource and a hazard.

Topic 2:  Economic Activities/ Tourism Industry Case Study              

Aims/Objectives:  1.  To develop analytical skills and techniques

                               2.   To interpret data and apply theory

3. To clarify values and appreciate the different attitudes 

     and values of others
Topic 3 (time permitting):  Environment and Sustainable Systems

Aims/Objectives:  1. To understand the concept of “systems and 

 sustainability”

2. To understand how hazards are part of the natural 

     system and how man reacts to it

3. To appreciate mans utilization of natural energy 

resources

4. To discuss “What is a sustainable society”

Assessment

MYP assessment criteria will be used to evaluate all major pieces of student work throughout the year, thus allowing students to demonstrate their growth in terms of skills, attitudinal and knowledge development. 

Assessment Criteria:

Criterion A
Knowledge and Understanding
Students will be able to:  

· demonstrate subject knowledge through the use of a range of relevant facts, examples and case studies

· demonstrate the precise use of appropriate subject language, vocabulary and terminology

· demonstrate a clear understanding of geographical processes and relationships

· Explain geographical cause and effect

· Be able to draw conclusions

Criterion B
Understanding and Application of Concepts


Students will be able to: 

· Demonstrate comprehension of geographical ideas, theories and concepts.
· Show an awareness of which  concepts, ideas or theories are relevant t particular geographical situations.
· Utilize their theoretical and conceptual knowledge to formulate ideas or hypotheses
· Apply concepts, ideas or theories to new situations and to make  inferences.
· Recognize limitations in the application of ideas, concepts and theories.
Criterion C
Application of Skills
The student should be able to:
· use geographical documents such as maps, graphs, tables, atlases, photographs and statistics, in a critical manner 

· represent spatial phenomena using maps, models, diagrams and graphs

· use a variety of media and technologies to present geographical data

· observe, record and select information from primary and secondary sources

· classify data

· research geographical data using a variety of media and technologies

· quantify, check and verify geographical data

· analyze and interpret geographical data and information

· use information to make comparisons of similarities and differences

· test hypotheses/ideas and where necessary modify them

· recognize, describe and explain patterns in time and space

· present clear and reasoned arguments based on geographical concepts, using relevant examples

· critically evaluate geographical information in order to identify key questions and issues

· make balanced judgements on issues, problems and conflicts

· make decisions and apply concepts to a real-world context

Criterion D
Presentation and Organization of Information
Students will be able to:

· select material which is relevant to the topic

· organize information in a logically sequenced manner

· express geographical information and ideas in a clear and precise manner

· clearly document the sources of information used

· use a variety of media and technologies to present data

The following components of work may be assessed:


Assessment Criteria

Title of Assessed Work
Criterion A    Knowledge and Understanding


Criterion B   Understanding and Application of Concepts


Criterion C    Application of Skills


Criterion D    Presentation and Organization of Information



Arcview – River Severn
x
x
x
x

River Assignment
x
x
x
x

Quizzes


x

x


Hong Kong Tourism Project
x
x
x
x

Warning Poster


x
x
x
x

Tests


x

x


Textbooks:  Hodder Geography- Economic Activities & Development, Sustainability & the Environment, Rivers & Coasts

              The CIS Humanities Department has published a web site at http://www.cis.edu.hk/Sec/ss/index.htm, where students will be able to access syllabus details, helpful web links and other information related to geography.

Teachers:
Mr. Clarke, Ms Hollier
Humanities Department








