  Research Essay: Migration Pros and Cons





Read the articles on the web site to begin.
 Additional research
 is necessary.

Your essay should include the following based on your example: 

· An explanation of the issue you are focussing on

· A clear argument for or against the statement.

· An understanding of why people migrate

· Where applicable, the effect the migration issue is having on the country of origin and/or destination

· A map you have created yourself showing the location of your case study and the migrant groups

The write-up

Your introduction should tell the reader what the topic is, include definitions, and set the scene for the body of the report. There should be a clear locational and temporal reference here.

The body of the report should incorporate the dot points above.

You should come to a clear conclusion about whether you agree with the statement or not. The points you have made in the body of the essay should clearly lead the reader to this conclusion.

Make sure you have a proper bibliography, and that you use footnotes throughout your report.

Length:  1000 to 1200 words (not including maps, diagrams, tables, or appendices)

Due Date: One week after class discussion: _____________________________

Migration Essay Assessment Criteria

Criterion B: Concepts                                                                       Maximum 10 


Level of Achievement


Descriptor
Self
teacher

0


The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors given below.





1-2
Application of concepts is inappropriate. The student may demonstrate some conceptual awareness and understanding by recognizing basic connections to the subject matter.





3-4
Application of concepts is not always appropriate. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by describing basic connections to the subject matter.





5-6
Application of concepts is appropriate but superficial. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by describing connections to the subject matter. They attempt to apply concepts to other situations but are not always successful.





7-8
Application of concepts is appropriate and shows some depth. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by explaining connections to the subject matter. They apply concepts to other situations.





9-10
Application of concepts is appropriate and sophisticated. The student demonstrates conceptual awareness and understanding by explaining connections to the subject matter in detail. They apply concepts effectively to other situations.





Criterion D: Organization and Presentation                                     Maximum 8


Level of Achievement


Criteria D:  Descriptor
Self
teacher

0
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.



1-2
The student communicates information that may not always be relevant. He/she attempts to structure the work however, it may be unclear and/or inappropriate to the format required. Presentation and expression is unclear and imprecise. There may be some evidence of documentation.



3-4
The student communicates information that is mostly relevant. He/she attempts to structure and sequence the work but is not always successful. Presentation and expression is occasionally unclear. Sources of information are documented, though there may be omissions or consistent errors in adhering to conventions.



5-6
The student communicates information that is relevant. He/she uses a structure appropriate to the task and sequences the content logically. Presentation and expression is clear; attention is paid to audience and purpose in terms of appropriate language, style and visual representation. Sources of information are documented, with occasional errors in adhering to conventions.



7-8
The student communicates information that is always relevant. He/she organizes information into a well-developed and logical sequence, appropriate to the format required.  Presentation and expression is clear, concise and effective, and the language, style and visual representation used is always appropriate to the audience and purpose. All sources of information are documented according to a recognized convention.



Teacher’s Assessment

Criterion B
Concepts
/ 10

Criterion D
Organization and Presentation
/ 8

Comment:

Humanities Essay Writing Guidelines

Getting Critical 

Before ever sitting down to research and write your essay, it is important to realize that  it is it not enough to repeat uncritically what you hear in class, or read in books. You must learn to think for yourself and criticize others. You must learn how to build arguments using new concepts and theories. You must learn how to collect, use and evaluate evidence. You must learn how to communicate  with clarity, accuracy and precision. These are all important skills, which you should endeavor to develop through your MYP and IB Diploma years here at CIS.

When working through geographical or historical problems, there are a range of standards which you should aim to reach to check the quality of your reasoning about a given problem or situation. 

The following are the most significant questions who should ask yourself when are you asked to write an

essay or a report, or deliver a presentation. 

Clarity of thought

· Can I elaborate further on that point? 

· Can I express that point in another way?

· Can I give an illustration? 

· Can I give an example? 

· Would a map or a table help in getting my point across? 

Clarity is a key skill. If a statement is unclear, we cannot determine whether it is accurate or relevant. In fact, we cannot tell anything about it because we don't yet know what it is saying. For example, the question, "What can be done about the environment in Hong Kong?" is unclear. In order to address the question adequately, we would need to have a clearer understanding of what the person asking the question is considering the "problem" to be. A clearer question might be "What can policy makers do to ensure that effective strategies can be taken deal successfully with environmental management issues in Hong Kong?". 

Accuracy: 

· Is what I am saying really true? 

· Can I check it? 

· How do I  find out if that is true? 

A statement can be clear but not accurate, as in "The population of Hong Kong is 40 million". 

Precision:

· Could you give more details? 

· Could you be more specific? 

A statement can be both clear and accurate, but not precise, as in "  The economy is growing". ( From

that statement we don't know how successful the economy is, has it grown by  5% or 20%) 

Logic:

· Am I really make sense? 

· Does that follow from what I said before ?

· How does that follow? 

· Did I imply something else before and am I  now say something else ; how can both be true? 

Relevance:

· How is this statement I am making  connected to the question? 

· How does what I am saying bear on the issue? 

A statement can be clear, accurate, and precise, but not relevant to the question at issue. For example, students often think that by writing down everything they know about a given subject they will gain marks. But this is rarely the case. Always make sure statements and arguments are relevant to the question asked. 

Critical Thought

Depth:

· Does my answer address the complexities in the question? 

· How am I taking into account the problems in the question? 

· Am I  dealing with the most significant factors? 

A statement can be clear, accurate, precise, and relevant, but superficial (that is, lack depth). For example, the statement "We must save the planet" which is often used to encourage sustainable uses of the planet's resources, is clear, accurate, precise, and relevant. Nevertheless, it lacks depth because it treats an extremely complex issue superficially.  It fails to deal with the complexities of the issue. 

Breadth:
· Do I need to consider another point of view? 

· Is there another way to look at this question?

· What would this look like from a conservative standpoint? 

· What would this look like from the point of  view of...? 

A line of reasoning may be clear accurate, precise, relevant, and deep, but lack breadth (as in an argument from either the conservative or liberal standpoint which gets deeply into an issue, but only recognizes the insights of one side of the question.) 

When we think, we bring a variety of thoughts together into some order. When the combination of thoughts are mutually supporting and make sense in combination, the thinking is "logical." When the combination is not mutually supporting, is contradictory in some sense, or does not "make sense," the combination is not logical.  Avoid contradicting yourself. 

Criteria for a Good Essay 

Relevance: Make sure you have read the question carefully and that everything you write actually

answers it. 

Arrangement of Material: The true quality of your work will be seen in the way you marshal facts and

ideas and control them in your writing. You should be in command of all you write and should present

your reader with a  carefully structured argument that shows you have not just knowledge and

understanding, but also possess the ability to analyze, make judgments and explain your position to

others. 

Knowledge: Clearly although factual knowledge by itself will not make a good essay, no satisfactory

argument can be presented without reference to the facts in question - you must support your ideas, not simply assert them. Be accurate, precise and use evidence carefully. 

English: Since your standard of English will affect the clarity of your thought and argument, the way in

which you use language will also be considered when allotting a grade. Our concerns is not with 'style'

as 'beauty of language' but with clear and accurate expression. This involves: correct sentence

structure, accurate grammar, accurate and precise use of words, correct use of paragraphs and correct

spelling and punctuation. 

A student who fails to achieve a reasonable standard in these basic essentials can expect to receive a

reduction in his/her overall grade, and an excessive number of errors will result in a failing grade. 

The Structure of an Essay 

No matter what its length, a good essay should have an INTRODUCTION, a BODY, and a CONCLUSION.  The introduction and conclusion may only require a couple of sentences each, particularly in the case of a short essay, but these sentences must be included. 

An Introduction Should Contain One of the Following:

          1. An explanation or summary which shows that you understand the question 

          2. An explanation of the problem(s) raised by the question 

          3. An explanation of the direction the essay will take: i.e. how you intend to answer the question 

          4. A summary or hint, if you are writing an argumentative essay, of the answer 

The Body of the Essay 

          1. Answers the question in a way that the reader cannot miss - obviously! 

          2. Contains a clear development of your points or arguments 

          3. Contains evidence ('the facts') which support your position or explains the development you are

          describing 

4. Essays should be sub-divided into paragraphs. Ensure that everything you write contributes to answering the question. DO NOT TELL A STORY. To avoid this make sure every paragraph has a PEGEX in:

(P) POINT - make sure the paragraph is directed at answering the question eg. One of the reasons the Tsar abdicated was because of the impact of the First World War on Russia.

(EG) EXAMPLE - now use the facts to prove the point eg. Details about the impact on transport, the workers, the Tsar's leadership etc

(EX) EXPLANATION - how does the point contribute to your judgement. Go back to the original essay question. This is the hardest part and needs most thought.

The Conclusion Can Be Any One (or More) of the Following: 

          1. A clear restatement of the answer to the question 

          2. A summary of the points made in the essay 

          3. A reiteration of the strongest arguments 

          4. A solution to the problem(s) raised by the question 

          5. Some other areas/questions which need to be researched 

Answering the Question 

          1. Make sure that you understand the material that you will be using: i.e. get your facts straight 

          2. Make a list of all the points that are relevant to the question 

          3. Differentiate between assertions and facts: a fact is a piece of information (which generally is not

          disputed by scholars); an assertion is your, or another person's, analysis of a fact or a group of facts 

          4. Decide which are the best points to use: i.e. the ones which support the argument you are making

          or the development you are explaining. 

Always edit your essay: i.e. check the completed version at least twice. It makes a big difference to the quality of your essay, and the final grade.




Name





"The advantages of migration outweigh any disadvantages that might occur".





With reference to one or more of the issues listed above, and providing appropriate country or regional examples, explain whether you agree or disagree with the above statement.











Concept: Global awareness 


Show an understanding of the interdependence of societies


Explore issues facing the international community





Global awareness 


Show an understanding of the interdependence of societies


Explore issues facing the international community





You should demonstrate a clear understanding of the issue(s) you have chosen





ATL: Essay writing skills


synthesize information


develop clear and logical arguments


present material in a clear and well-structured way











Embed this into your introduction and discussion








Refer to and follow the essay writing guideline supplied





Some Migration issues


The management of migration – origin & destination


Impacts on source country


Impacts on destination country


Discrimination


Brain drain


Integration/assimilation/multiculturalism


Illegal migration


Remittances


Rural –Urban migration








� � HYPERLINK http://www.cis.edu.hk/sec/ss/Geography/Year10+/assignments ��www.cis.edu.hk/sec/ss/Geography/Year10+/assignments�





� Your essay must be based on at least 3 articles. This can include one or two of those available on line.


� Refer to the Humanities Essay Writing Guidelines for best practice


� Taken and modified from the Department of Geography, University of Ireland
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