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MORE people are moving to OECD countries than ever before. In its annual Migration Outlook, the rich club looks at net migration rates from 1956 to 2003, splitting its member countries into two groups. Traditional immigration countries in western Europe and the new world form one group. Emigration countries, such as southern Europe and Ireland, and those in which there was limited movement, such as Japan, form the other. Particular events help to shape migration patterns. In 1962, many French citizens left Algeria because of a civil war, increasing the rate in immigration countries. In 1974, the end of military rule in Greece, a coup in Portugal and the death of General Franco in Spain caused an influx into these emigration countries. Since the turn of the century, the rate of immigration countries has been surpassed by that of emigration countries. Booming Ireland is an exemplar of this trend.
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Immigration countries: Austria, Australia, Britain, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, United States
Emigration countries: Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain
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