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     Every time when the sky is lit up with by the glow of fireworks in
the night sky have you wondered the importance of the presence of
Hong Kong’s fireboats? Have you ever seen a fireboat up close?

Place of Interest 1
Sir Alexander Grantham
    Named after the 22nd governor of Hong Kong, Sir Alexander
William George Herder Grantham, a British Colonial
administrator, the Sir Alexander Grantham fireboat was once
part of the Hong Kong Fire Services Department. Throughout
her 50 years of service, more modern vessels have replaced this
vessel and many others. But now it has been hoisted from the sea
on March 10th, 2006 and now rests magnetically on her new
home of Quarry Bay Park;
surrounded by a stunning
panoramic view of
Victoria harbor and
Quarry Bay Park. It
rests in the mist of
the recently built
Fireboat Alexander
Grantham Exhibition
Gallery of which
provides a historical
background of
Alexander Grantham and how firefighting was like decades ago.
Sir Alexander Grantham is located on the coastline pass the
eastern corridor, following the yellow line on map you might
arrive there in around 10 minutes.

Side view of Sir Alexander Grantham Fireboat

Place of Interest 2
Tai Koo Shing Dock Memorial
Out of nowhere a large concrete block is randomly placed on a
street road. Simply decorated by a few pots of flowers, it seems
that people have already put it in the reminiscent of the past.

    Although, it’s eerie silence in the mist of modern
cosmopolitan life brings a sense of nostalgia to its local
residence.
   Commenced on August 1902 and completed on
August 1907 under the supervision of D. Macdonald
M.I.C.E, the Taikoo dock was once a prosperous and
important British dock. It served the purpose of ship
maintaining and repairs as well as providing a parking
space for ships along the coastline of Hong Kong
Island. This dock was important in regards to the local
industry as well as British rule and was a known area of
congregation of ship; it was one of the main suppliers
of “Tai Koo Sugar”. Although, in the beginning of the
1960s, the growth of the economy’s reliance on fast air
transportation limited and reduced the coffers of the
shipping industries. This led to the dismantling of the
Tai Koo docks, where new private housing were
developed and built over this once prosperous and
economically valued location. Now, residences have
only the Taikoo Dock Memorial as our symbolic
reminisces of this place’s glorious past history.

Transport Method      Duration         Cost
     Taking bus 720          Approx. 30 mins      $6~$7
    from Central to
       Tai Koo station
   Taking MTR from       Approx. 23 mins       $6.5
    Causeway Bay to
     Tai Koo Station         Approx. 15 mins     $65~$80
   Taking taxi from
   Central to Tai Koo
                Station
*After arrival on Tai Koo Road, walk along the red line on the
mini map to get to the Tai Koo Dock memorial and Fireboat for
5mins and 15mins respectively.

Code of Ethics for travelers
  Choose to be surprised, not disappointed, when places
and people do not match your expectation.
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