An Introduction to the Geography of Ping Chau

Human Geography

Ping Chau is a small “peanut shaped” island situated in the furthest northeast corner of Hong Kong waters in Mirs Bay, 28 kilometers from the Chinese University and only 4 kilometers form rapidly developing Guandong Province. It is unique in it’s geological history, producing one of the few areas in Hong Kong which is entirely sedimentary rock and in terms of its human geography, a classic example of rural depopulation of the “outlying areas”.

Before 1950, there were some 2000 - 3000 inhabitants on the island making their living from fishing, growing peanuts, sweet potatoes and rice.  Their houses were built with slate or shale from the island and today, the remnants of the villages can be seen today.  However, because the livelihood was difficult, in contrast to the rapid changes and improvements in “urban Hong Kong”, most of the inhabitants left the island for  places like Tai Po and Fanling.  This is a classic example of the process of “rural depopulation” based on both push and pull factors.

Today, the island is inhabited by only one permanent person, but  is rapidly undergoing a change in terms of it desirability as a destination.  It is now  becoming an “eco-destination” .  On weekends, when the only ferry service operates, dozens and sometimes  hundreds of  day trippers visit the island to enjoy its geological, cultural and biological richness.  The island is now under the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) classification and there are moves by interested parties in having the island designated as a marine park.
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